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Geary Contemporary  (https://geary.nyc)is pleased to present 

Living (https://geary.nyc/livingcatherine-haggarty), Catherine 

Haggarty’s (https://www.catherinehaggarty.com) first solo 

exhibition with the gallery. Haggarty’s paintings, which collage oil 

stick, airbrush and acrylic paint present an honest and fractured 

view into the artist's domestic space. Scenes in this work are often 

using a bedroom as a location; but weave in the timely intimacy of 

the last two years in living alone and in company, with and without 

pets, with grief, and with art. The invitation into the most private of 

spaces is direct and personal; subject matter freely enters the 

bedroom and its dream space. Haggarty welcomes this fluidity and 

references art history, intimacy and its psychology in both clear 

and obscure ways. 

The artist’s use of diverging perspectives and light sources is a 

narrative tool: it invites a productive confusion and asks the viewer 

to suspend their disbelief.

The hand in each of the paintings is on full display: the materials 

bring life to the images and invite the process of the work to be a 

part of its destination. The artist's relationship with drawing is 

evident in all of the works, and the drawings on view in the show 

function as a central anchor of the exhibition.

I N T E R L O C U T O R  ( / )
GEARY

https://interlocutorinterviews.com/new-blog/category/Exhibition+Features
https://interlocutorinterviews.com/new-blog/category/Visual+Artists
https://geary.nyc/
https://geary.nyc/livingcatherine-haggarty
https://www.catherinehaggarty.com/
https://interlocutorinterviews.com/


“ B a b y l o n ”,  2 0 2 2  -  a i r b r u s h ,  o i l  s t i c k  a n d  a c r y l i c  o n  

c a n v a s ,  4 8  x  3 6  i n .  1 2 1 . 9  x  9 1 . 4  c m .

Thoughts on the exhibition by Catherine Haggarty:

The way in which I work is the only way I know how to work - I 

approach the paintings like I approach drawing. I use an airbrush 

gun because it allows me to make a long continuous line - a sketch if 

you will. Then I can layer the atmosphere and erase with gesso - and 

paint again - this is a sort of additive and subtractive approach. The 

final layers are oil stick and thin air brush - these paintings are about 

touch in many ways. The transparency or absence is as important as 

the opacity and saturation. This gives weight and importance where 

it is needed - it also points to the hand in very specific ways. 

I wasn't really trained classically in painting - I approach paintings 

with a series of personal desires and my set of skills - which are 

mostly from drawing. I don't see many challenges in these materials 

or these processes as I have enough to wrestle with - so I try to 

approach painting and drawing with pleasure. The only thing to 

mention is that the oil stick is final, it can't be erased really - so that 

addition when it happens has to be considered. There is a lot to risk 

but a lot to gain as well - I like this. 

“ D a y  T i m e  N a p ”,  2 0 2 2  -  O i l  S t i c k ,  a c r y l i c ,  a n d  a i r b r u s h  
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“ L e o  L e a p s ”,  2 0 2 2  -  A i r b r u s h  a n d  a c r y l i c  o n  c a n v a s ,  3 6  x  

2 4  i n .  ( f r a m e d )

“ To o  M a n y  I d e a s ”,  2 0 2 2  -  O i l  S t i c k ,  a c r y l i c ,  a n d  a i r b r u s h  

o n  c a n v a s ,  2 0  x  1 6  i n .  5 0 . 8  x  4 0 . 6  c m .
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